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What to Do With Your Stuff? Creating a Family History Legacy 
Peggy S Jude – Jude Family Research Services – www.judefamilyresearch.com – judefamilyresearch@gmail.com 

 

What is a Family History Legacy? 
• Passing down to future generations the stories, records, artifacts, and information about you and your 

ancestors 

• Some of this is knowledge that only YOU possess 

• What You Have vs What You Know – Both need your attention! 

Organize 
Prioritize  

• Identify – Your Irreplaceable Records and Objects – what do you have? 

• Clarify – Who are all these people? Are your photos labeled? Who did your heirlooms belong to? 

• Memorialize – Write (or Record) the Information and Stories – What is in YOUR head and your head ONLY? 

• DNA – take the test! 
Identify – Create an Inventory 

• Make a List of the Key Items You Have 

• Identify the Meaning and Importance 

• Where are these Items? 

• Focus on What is Most Important 
Label It 

• Will they know who/what it is? 

• Labeling Options – Quick or Not, Big or Small 

• Make it EASY for it to be moved/split/packed/sent 
Split it Out 

Vaporize 
• THINK PAPERLESS – How do you get rid of "everything" so there is nothing to split up, pack, ship, pitch… 

• Digitize 
o Scan It or Photograph It 
o Computerize It – photos, certificates, details, and notes can all go into Family Tree Software 
o Use a free, one-world tree 
o Put It in the Cloud  
o And Back It Up! 
o Books – Go Digital – Google Books, Internet Archive, Hathi Trust 

• Share it/Post it  
o Post your trees "publicly" and share access 
o Post Your DNA results on GEDMatch 
o Add your photos to Ancestry or MyHeritage 
o Put your photos on Facebook – with labels or on a photo-sharing site – and add administrators! 
o Share Access to your records AND your Passwords 
o Start a Family Facebook group 
o Family Podcast 

• Distribute it Now  
o Copies to multiple family members 
o Family Group Sheets and Pedigree Charts at a minimum 
o Info to Local Historical/ Genealogical Societies – "back home" 

• Print It/Publish It 

• Record It 
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• Dealing with Artifacts 
o Photos 
o Labels 
o Memory Cards 
o Telling The Family History in 100 Objects 
o Artifcts - Website 

Futurize™ 

• Dealing With What's Left 

• Summarize 
o Create a Summary = Read This First 
o Inventory - Outline of what you have and where it is 
o Leave a Digital Map 

• Socialize - Let People Know Your Preferences, Include in Your Will/Codicil, Let Your Executor Know what you want 

• Leave Instructions with your most important papers 

• Figure Out Who Wants Things 

• Find a Place to Leave it 

 

If the Worst Happens 

• Digital Options 
o iCloud or Backup by Google One 
o Check with Loved Ones for their photos and records 
o Social Media 

• Connect With Family 
• Revisit Locations 
• Genealogy "Do Over" 

• Journaling/Recording 

References 

Organize 
 

BOOKS 
 

Your Genealogy – Drew Smith, July 2016, Family Tree Books, https://a.co/d/90TGVyB 

I'm Dead, Now What?, Margaret Rubiano, Peter Pauper Press, Inc., White Plains, NY, 2015 – general planning for your estate – 
has space for your personal wishes. https://a.co/d/3S3YXIT  

Checklist for My Family, 2nd Ed, Sally Balch Hume, 2022, AARP/ABA – 10 chapters, including chapters on your personal history 
and your family history. https://a.co/d/2dNoWCg  

Genealogist's Guide to Getting Organized, FamilyTree Magazine, e-book, https://store.familytreemagazine.com/genealogists-
guide-to-getting-organized-e-book/  

How to Organize Inherited Items, Denise Levenick, 30 November 2012, Family Tree Books, https://a.co/d/6dhiocg  

 

BLOGS/ARTICLES 

How to Use Color-Coding in Genealogical Research – Blog post, Folder Maker, http://foldermarker.com/en/how-to-use-color-
coding-in-genealogical-research/?fbclid=IwAR0G3Co8xdR3e-tYYFQIMXDBUbAaS_71fcC7bJ6ncvM6IhDAhvy_UEQS4_E  

Organizing Your Genealogy Files: A Practical Approach – Blog post, Amy Johnson Crow, 2 January 2019 
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/organizing-genealogy-files/   
Habits of Highly Organized Genealogists: Your Ultimate Guide, Dana McCullogh, FamilyTree Magazine, 
https://familytreemagazine.com/organization/9-habits-of-highly-organized-genealogists-2/  

https://a.co/d/90TGVyB
https://a.co/d/3S3YXIT
https://a.co/d/2dNoWCg
https://store.familytreemagazine.com/genealogists-guide-to-getting-organized-e-book/
https://store.familytreemagazine.com/genealogists-guide-to-getting-organized-e-book/
https://a.co/d/6dhiocg
http://foldermarker.com/en/how-to-use-color-coding-in-genealogical-research/?fbclid=IwAR0G3Co8xdR3e-tYYFQIMXDBUbAaS_71fcC7bJ6ncvM6IhDAhvy_UEQS4_E
http://foldermarker.com/en/how-to-use-color-coding-in-genealogical-research/?fbclid=IwAR0G3Co8xdR3e-tYYFQIMXDBUbAaS_71fcC7bJ6ncvM6IhDAhvy_UEQS4_E
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/organizing-genealogy-files/
https://familytreemagazine.com/organization/9-habits-of-highly-organized-genealogists-2/


©Peggy Jude – Jude Family Research Services 

How to Organize Your Personal Genealogy Research, Legacy Tree Genealogists, https://www.legacytree.com/blog/how-to-
organize-personal-genealogy-research  
Top 10 Book Organizers – Maria Lin, 20 July 2023, bookrunch.com, https://www.bookrunch.com/top/organizer/  
Organize Inherited Genealogy Research in 5 Steps, Denise May Levenick, Family Tree Magazine, blog, 2025, 
https://familytreemagazine.com/organization/inherited-genealogy-research/  

 

WEBSITES 

Organize Your Family History, website, Janine Adams, https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/. The whole website is about 
organizing genealogy. Some great blogs and resources for purchase.  

BOOK Collection App – Library Thing 

Vaporize 
 

VIDEOS 

Scanning Document, Photos, and Slides – The Basics for Genealogists – BYU Family History Library Webinar Series, YouTube,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyyenM7OcjU  

Tips for How to Organize your Online Life for Genealogy, Lisa Louise Cooke, YouTube, 17 March 2018,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVO4S0b6q6s 

Seven Deadly Sins of Digitizing Photos, Alison Taylor, PicturesandStories.com, Roots Tech 2018 presentation, YouTube, 4 April 
2018, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_a8RYfA6B7E 

What to Do With Your Photos After Scanning, Family History Hero, YouTube, 12 June 2019, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aYnJ0KKwC8  

Family Podcasts: Keeping Your Family Together in the Digital Age, RootTech presentation, 2023, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJ2nq_AyEbc. Covers how to start a family podcast to preserve memories and get 

family involved. 

BOOKS 

Downsizing With Family History in Mind, Devon Noel Lee and Andrew Lee, 2019, https://www.amazon.com/Downsizing-
Family-History-Mind-Devon/dp/1097979733/  

The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning, Margareta Magnusson, Scribner, div. of Simon and Schuster, New York, 2018. – 
help for you and your family to declutter and simplify. https://www.amazon.com/Gentle-Art-Swedish-Death-
Cleaning/dp/1501173243/  

Keep the Memories, Lose the Stuff: Declutter, Downsize, and Move Forward with Your Life, Matt Paxton, Portfolio, 2022. 
https://www.amazon.com/Keep-Memories-Lose-Stuff-Declutter/dp/0593418972/  

Planning a Future for Your Family's Past, 2nd Ed., Marian Burk Wood, September 2021, Amazon.com,  
https://www.amazon.com/Planning-Future-Your-Familys-Past-ebook/dp/B09F6PS92G  

WEBSITES  

Artifcts – https://artifcts.com/ Online sharing site for photos and stories. Share with family, identify bequests, and preserve 
stories. Free and paid membership plans. Also  great blogs on handling all aspects of heirlooms and artifacts. 

Facebook Group – From Shrubs to Trees – Reuniting lost family items - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1650356598425996  

BLOGS/ARTICLES 

Free Forms - Including Heirloom Inventory and Oral History Forms, Family Tree Magazine.com, 
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/freeforms/  

Dealing with Family Heirlooms – "Sorry, Nobody Wants Your Parents' Stuff," Richard Eisenberg, NextAvenue.org, 9 December 
2017 Blog article - http://www.nextavenue.org/nobody-wants-parents-stuff/ 

Downsizing and Family History, podcast, Amy Johnson Crowe, https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/downsizing-and-family-
history/  

"Five Ways to Honor the Departed: Without keeping all their Junk," Linda Stansberry, Northcoast Journal, 29 March 2018, 
https://m.northcoastjournal.com/humboldt/five-ways-to-honor-the-departed/Content?oid=8501919 

The Family Heirlooms That Our Children Don't Want, Robbie Shell, Wall Street Journal, wsj.com, 10 April 2021, 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-family-heirlooms-that-our-children-dont-want-11618068175  

https://www.legacytree.com/blog/how-to-organize-personal-genealogy-research
https://www.legacytree.com/blog/how-to-organize-personal-genealogy-research
https://www.bookrunch.com/top/organizer/
https://familytreemagazine.com/organization/inherited-genealogy-research/
https://organizeyourfamilyhistory.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyyenM7OcjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVO4S0b6q6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_a8RYfA6B7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aYnJ0KKwC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJ2nq_AyEbc
https://www.amazon.com/Downsizing-Family-History-Mind-Devon/dp/1097979733/
https://www.amazon.com/Downsizing-Family-History-Mind-Devon/dp/1097979733/
https://www.amazon.com/Gentle-Art-Swedish-Death-Cleaning/dp/1501173243/
https://www.amazon.com/Gentle-Art-Swedish-Death-Cleaning/dp/1501173243/
https://www.amazon.com/Keep-Memories-Lose-Stuff-Declutter/dp/0593418972/
https://www.amazon.com/Planning-Future-Your-Familys-Past-ebook/dp/B09F6PS92G
https://artifcts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1650356598425996
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/freeforms/
http://www.nextavenue.org/nobody-wants-parents-stuff/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/downsizing-and-family-history/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/downsizing-and-family-history/
https://m.northcoastjournal.com/humboldt/five-ways-to-honor-the-departed/Content?oid=8501919
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-family-heirlooms-that-our-children-dont-want-11618068175


©Peggy Jude – Jude Family Research Services 

Best Self-Publishing Companies [2025 Guide], Scott Allan, blog, selfpublishing.com, 21 April 2025, 
https://selfpublishing.com/self-publishing-companies/  

Converting My Personal Library to Digital, Dick Eastman, Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter, egon.com, 19 July 2023, 
https://eogn.com/page-18080/13229865  

Lost Legacy: A PSA about Donating Your Research, blog, 25 February 2018, Genealogy Literacy.com, 
https://genealogyliteracy.com/lost-legacy-psa-donating-research/  

 

Futurize™ 

BOOKS 

Don't Throw My Memories in the Trash, 2nd Ed, Vickie Dellaquila, July 2017, Amazon.com, 
https://smile.amazon.com/Memories-Trash-Second-Step-Step-ebook/dp/B073TF5BLM - general downsizing for seniors 

How to Archive Family Keepsakes, Denise Levenick, August 2012, Family Tree Books, https://amazon.com/How-Archive-
Family-Keepsakes-Memorabilia-ebook/dp/B00ELQNHDG  

How to Archive Family Photos, Denise Levenick, April 2015, Family Tree Books, https://a.co/d/fy9G044  

Creating Family Archives, Margot Note, 2019, Society of American Archivists, 
https://www2.archivists.org/publications/creating-family-archives  

WEBSITES 

Cyndi's List - Preservation - After You're Gone - http://www.cyndislist.com/preservation/after-youre-gone/. Includes Will and 
Codicils, Digital Asset checklists. See also https://cyndislist.com/preservation/general/ 

Guide to Rightsizing and Relocation - National Association of Senior Move Managers -  
https://www.nasmm.org/NASMM/assets/File/public/education/Guide_To_Rightsizing_and_Relocating.pdf. Downloadable 
guide from an organization that specializes in senior moves. 

BLOGS/ARTICLES  

Genealogical Will - Gen Do-Over: Do You Have a Genealogical "Will"?,  Sunday, 1 November 2015, Marian B. Wood,  
http://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/2015/11/gen-do-over-do-you-have-genealogical.html 

How to Pass On Research: What to Include in Your "Genealogy Will," Denise May Levenick, FamilyTree Magazine, 
https://familytreemagazine.com/preservation/genealogy-will-what-to-include/  

5 Things To Do With Finished Genealogy Research, Blog post, Nicole Devon Lee, Family History Fanatics, 
https://www.familyhistoryfanatics.com/finished-genealogy-research  
 

Ask A Librarian, How to Donate Your Genealogy Research So it Doesn't Get Thrown Out, Amy Johnson Crow, 4 April 2018, 
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/donate-genealogy-research/ . 

Donating Your Personal or Family Records to a Repository, Society of American Archivists, archivists.org, 
https://www2.archivists.org/publications/brochures/donating-familyrecs  

Estating the obvious…, Judy Russell, 3 October 2021, The Legal Genealogist, Blog at legalgenealogist.com   
https://www.legalgenealogist.com/2021/10/03/estating-the-obvious/    

Tips for the Care of Water Damaged Family Heirlooms and Other Valuables, American Institute for Conservation, pdf file, 
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/resources/emergency-resources/guides/tips-for-the-care-of-water-
damaged-family-heirlooms-and-other-valuables.pdf  

General Topic: 

After You Are Gone – Future Proofing Your Genealogy, Thomas MacEntee, Blog, MyHeritage, 
https://blog.myheritage.com/2021/08/future-proof-your-family-history-how-to-make-sure-your-genealogy-research-outlives-
you/  

 

 

   All links are active as of 18 July 2025 

https://selfpublishing.com/self-publishing-companies/
https://eogn.com/page-18080/13229865
https://genealogyliteracy.com/lost-legacy-psa-donating-research/
https://smile.amazon.com/Memories-Trash-Second-Step-Step-ebook/dp/B073TF5BLM
https://amazon.com/How-Archive-Family-Keepsakes-Memorabilia-ebook/dp/B00ELQNHDG
https://amazon.com/How-Archive-Family-Keepsakes-Memorabilia-ebook/dp/B00ELQNHDG
https://a.co/d/fy9G044
https://www2.archivists.org/publications/creating-family-archives
http://www.cyndislist.com/preservation/after-youre-gone/
https://cyndislist.com/preservation/general/
https://www.nasmm.org/NASMM/assets/File/public/education/Guide_To_Rightsizing_and_Relocating.pdf
https://www.blogger.com/profile/03816923876592602598
http://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/2015/11/gen-do-over-do-you-have-genealogical.html
https://familytreemagazine.com/preservation/genealogy-will-what-to-include/
https://www.familyhistoryfanatics.com/finished-genealogy-research
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/donate-genealogy-research/
https://www2.archivists.org/publications/brochures/donating-familyrecs
https://www.legalgenealogist.com/2021/10/03/estating-the-obvious/
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/resources/emergency-resources/guides/tips-for-the-care-of-water-damaged-family-heirlooms-and-other-valuables.pdf
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/resources/emergency-resources/guides/tips-for-the-care-of-water-damaged-family-heirlooms-and-other-valuables.pdf
https://blog.myheritage.com/2021/08/future-proof-your-family-history-how-to-make-sure-your-genealogy-research-outlives-you/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2021/08/future-proof-your-family-history-how-to-make-sure-your-genealogy-research-outlives-you/

